Critique LIMPOPO BTC on 23july, 2011 at Thaba Tswane : Jannie Lubbe ( LUBJAN )
I want to express my heartfelt appreciation to the Committee for the invitation to judge the Third Annual Championship Show of the Limpopo Bull Terrier Club. We couldn’t have wished for more perfect day (weather wise) and everything else ran like clockwork too. I wouldn’t have expected it to be different with such an experienced Show Secretary in the person of Mrs Heila Brits and such an enthusiastic Committee under leadership of Mr Billy Gloster. I would also like to thank the sponsor, Emerald Pet Nutrition for their valued support and the Office bearers Mr LM Brits ( President) and Mr NJ Du Preez ( Patron) for their attendance. I also noticed quite a number of stalwarts of the Breed who came to support the Club even while not showing dogs themselves: Thank you!
There was a good entry of 30 (18 dogs and 12 bitches) with 24 present (14 dogs and 10 Bitches). This included 4 Champions.
DOGS: 
Minor Puppy Class:
1. Mr LD Van Heerden’s Sunraige Mr Supreme (Reithsons Pino x Elmojama St Anastacia) 
 Breeder: Mr J Slabbert: Just short of 8 months of age, this was a substantial white puppy. He had good bone and although a bit long cast at the moment, did show good layback of shoulder and a good tail set. Wide parallel movement behind. Perfect bite - strong head. He is still very immature and his front needs to tighten up, but overall he showed a lot of promise.
2. Mr J de Bod’s Avonjul Aviator Superfly of Wilbod (Avonjul Kros Eyed Junky x Chrismarnic Star Chaser of Avonjul)  Breeder: Mr G Julius: Just short of 7 months of age, this white puppy was of a different type than the winner of the class - being much lighter in build. His big virtue is a smooth head with beautifully placed ears that he used well and also great expression: dark well-placed eyes. Perfect bite. He lacked in bone, the shoulders need to tighten and his tail is a bit gay with the resultant close movement behind. I will follow him with interest to see if his substance improves as he matures.
Puppy Class: 
1. Mr WJ Lourens’ Sparks Will Fly (Ch Lubjan Le Patron of Niroux x Ch Niroux Spirit’s Pride of Carradice)  Breeder: Mr WJ Louwrens: Neat 9 month old youngster with a striking (smooth) head, filled and turned with roman finish to complete the picture. Dark, well placed eyes and ears - with a correct mouth. Nose still butterfly - let’s hope that will correct itself in time. Compact. His lines were spoilt by the tail: set too high and with the resultant close movement behind. Small feet. Good reach and good square movement in front. He showed well. Best Puppy in Show. 
2. Mr JW Steenkamp’s Domino Devil (Bilmaro Bisto x Lady Marks) Breeder: Mr JW Steenkamp: Promising, 10 month old black brindle with good bone and substance. Strong head with correct mouth and good fill – but not the darkest of eyes. Good angulation behind. His front cost him this class and Best Puppy: not the best feet and still loose at the elbow. Should his front tighten up with time and exercise, he will become much more competitive. Do not give up on him! 
  Junior Class:
1. Mr LH Van Niekerk’s Leotrace Jiro Yoshi (Ch Lubjan Monchou of Rhizen x Shodan Diamond Eye) Breeder: Mr LH Van Niekerk: Substantial 15 month old bull type with a very strong, powerful head: packed with bone, strong and deep muzzle, great expression, dark eyes and ears on top. Bite: level. Wide, deep rib cage, short and compact, correct tail set. Straight front with round solid bone all the way down to small cat-like feet. Moved wide and with drive both ways. This dog was one of the few that were in hard condition: he showed impressive muscle tone. DOG CC and Best Substance in Show.
2. Mr T Supra’s Jilook Shining Star (Lubjan Archangel x Anugra Kelila of Jilook) Breeder: Mr J Laubscher: Upstanding 15 month old dalmation type: lovely elegance from the side. Long head, well filled – but not the strength of the winner. Bite: correct canines but a couple of incisors past level. Strong bone - good substance for his type. He moved with drive, but very close behind. Another good dog that will improve as he matures. 
3. Mr LD Van Heerden’s Brilows Belgaza (Superbowls Hot Action of Lefranique (Imp. Belg.) x Brilows Babe). Breeder Mr LM Brits:  Substantial dog – but was not in the mood for showing on the day.     
SA BRED Class:
1. Mr GJ Koorts’ Geko Red Devil (Ch Nevada Eye Bandit x Geko Blue Lace) Breeder: Mr GJ Koorts: Just short of three years of age and fully matured, this quality and well balanced terrier type white, was unfortunately overweight and thus out of shape on the day. It affected his front movement which was wide - but not true. Movement behind – very close. Good head - well filled with dark eyes and good expression. Bite correct. Good substance and spring of rib for his type - but as I mentioned – he was shown too heavy and that spoilt his normally pleasing lines.
2. Mr LM Brits’ Backstreet Boy (Ch Brilows Bonzz Boy x Brilows Beauti Bee) Breeder: Mr LM Brits. Two year old substantial black and white. Moved wide and parallel both ends. Good bone. Head filled well, but in profile he showed an a-typical stop in front of the eyes, which eventually cost him dearly. Dark eyes with perfect mouth.
3. Mr D Maritz’s Stonore The Drover (Dajamani Lord Aramis x Stonore Lara Banks) Breeder: Mr D Maritz: Just over 2 years old, this dog gave me the impression of still not being the finished product. Upstanding dalmation type with pleasing lines and especially good angulation behind. Long head with good eye placement. Eyes could be darker. Good nose drop. He did not move as well as his counterparts in this class - rowing in front. Could tighten up with daily exercise, which could make a huge difference to his muscle tone and overall appearance. 
Veteran Class:
Mr W Gloster’s  Rostel Koda of Bilmaro (Ch Dajan Skies The Limit of Sandawana x Rostel Rosa) Breeder: Mr J Vorster: Seven year old black and white veteran of the ring. He enjoyed every moment!
Open Class:
Mrs A Els’ Morningside Primo Imani of Elru (Rhinestone Robbie Rocks of Jococla x Ipon Precious Lady of Morningside) Breeder: Mr DR Nel:  Winner of the RCC and similar in make and shape to the CC winner. Just over two years of age, compact white. Well balanced with a good enough head, short back and sound movement (better in front than behind), well sprung ribs and good bone on tight feet. While the head is strong it doesn’t match the CC winner’s in power and fill and he has one in-standing canine: scissors bite.  Unfortunately his tail was also set too high and that spoilt his lines. 
Champion Class:
1. Mr F van der Linde’s Ch Lubjan Gravure DeRoche of Rion (Ch Lubjan Rock and Stone x Booksale Mayflower of Lubjan) Breeder: Mr JP Lubbe: A real middle of the road powerhouse at a mature 3 1/2 years of age who overwhelmed his competitors with his deep and wide ribcage, massive bone and powerful hindquarters. Strong and long (albeit somewhat coarse) head with pleasing profile and beautiful roman finish.  Strong and deep under-jaw. Short, compact body with perfect tail set. One in-standing canine. Bite scissors. Not the perfect front. Moved okay both ways. Showed like the pro that he is.
As I am the breeder of this dog, he wasn’t considered for Best of Breed but did win Reserve Best of Breed with his many virtues. 
2. Mr WJ Lourens’ Ch Ipon Take a Hike of Carradice (Ch Carradice Free Spirit x Ch Bellators Devine Godess of Ipon) Breeder: Mr M vd Doel: Upstanding terrier type of 2 1/2 half years with pleasing lines in profile, but lacking in power. I would have preferred more bone for his size, better width of scull and muzzle and better spring of rib. That said: he has a lovely long head with beautiful roman finish and great expression. Level bite. Moved with drive, but very close behind. 
3. Mr JM Le Roux’s Ch Bellators Golden Boy of Silonque (Ch Lubjan Monchou of Rhizen x Ch Dajamani Valnico of Bellators) Breeder: Mr N du Preez: Smaller terrier type of two years of age. This dog’s virtues were 1: his exceptionally powerful muzzle and absolutely perfect dentition: teeth set square to a very powerful under-jaw ,and 2: he also has a very good backside: great tail set and back angulation with wide, parallel movement. He was compact and in hard condition. He didn’t give himself the best chance by not working with his new owner - and his not-so-good front was exposed in the process. With the top-class competition he had to face in this very competitive class, it turned out to be a bridge too far.     
BITCHES
Minor Puppy Class:       
1. Mr TM Balfour’s Tandaji Inocenta Ivy (Ch Ipon Take a Hike of Carradice x Tendaji Delta Dawn) Breeder: Mr TM Balfour: Just short of 8 months of age this was a very attractive and promising young lady. Nice head: long enough and with nice curve and just about enough fill for her age. Elegant lines and moved well - perhaps still a bit narrow at the back, but I believe that will improve as she matures. Unfortunately she carried tickmarks in her coat and they are not skin pigmentation – the hair is coloured. Not the end of the world, but it cost her when the decision for Best Puppy was made. 
 

Junior Class:
1. Mr B Bester’s Bestonia Celtic Queen (Bestonia Electro Star x Anmar Dark Destiny of Bestonia) Breeder: Mr B Bester: Twelve month old black and white with a very attractive, smooth long head: lovely, small ears that she used all the time; great expression from well placed, dark eyes. I have seen stronger and more powerful heads on the day, but none as smooth and with all the trimmings in place: nice, sweeping curve and just enough fill. Scissors bite, with one tight canine. Slightly long cast, she did not have the perfect top-line and she moved close and without drive behind. Her average movement cost her in the CC line-up, but she did take the RCC, Best Head and Best Coloured in Show. Shown with great enthusiasm.  
2. Mr JM le Roux’s Niroux Jeu Blanc of Silonque (Ch Lubjan Le Patron of Niroux x Fraaizicht Pippa of Niroux): Breeder: Mr R Sadie: Thirteen month old well-marked brindle and white that gave her handler a hard time, but was unlucky to run into the class winner on the day. She is a very sound mover both ways with a good head: well filled and nicely turned and if she can settle down in the ring, she will be very competitive. Unfortunately she has one very badly in-standing canine - but a scissors bite. Things could have turned out very differently as this was a close decision in the class - and the winner made good use of her opportunity in the end.
3. Mr T Supra’s Jilook Angels Glory (Ch Bellators Jack The Knife x Franjan Ivory Keepsake of Jilook) Breeder: Mr J Laubscher: Another lovely 13 month old white with good movement both ways, enough bone and ample substance. I especially liked her rear: very good angulation at the back. Long head, but falling away in front of the eyes.
Graduate Class:
1. Mr DJ van Vuuren’s Brilows Beula of Dewanze (Ch Brilows Bonzz Boy x Brilows Beauti Bee) Breeder: Mr LM Brits: Nineteen month old, upstanding dalmation type white with elegant lines: a lovely long neck flowing into a slightly long body, but she had excellent hindquarters,well let down and functioning correctly, and with that all important low tail set. Her head was long and smooth with great expression and with gentle curve, although I would have preferred more power and fill viewed front-on and a stronger under-jaw. Absolutely stunning, perfect mouth with long, CLEAN teeth. Her front was not perfect - she turned out both feet and I would have loved to have seen more bone for her size. She moved parallel both coming and going with ample drive, reaching out nicely. Correct roach and good tuck-up. Expertly presented in excellent show condition. Bitch CC, Best Mover in Show, Best in Show.  
SA Bred Class:
1. Mr D Maritz’ Stonore Case In Point (Ch Ipon The Rock x Waaiplaas Dusty Zola of Stonore) Breeder: Mr C van Rooyen:   Two and a half year old black and white. Very fine with light bone but nicely filled head and perfect mouth. Dark eyes. Good angulation behind and good tail set. Good movement in front, but close behind.
2. Mr PJ Wilken’s Sundralee Mrs Adelaide (Ch Brilows Bonzz Boy x Bestonia Mrs Ice) Breeder: Mr PJ Wilken: Just short of two and a half years old, white. Good hindquarters - correct tail set and a sound mover. Not the best front. Good bone. One tight canine. She lost a close decision on the better head quality of the winner.  
OPEN CLASS:
1. Mr LH van Niekerk’s Leotrace Breathless Mohoney (Ch Lubjan Monchou of Rhizen x Shodan Diamond Eye) Breeder : Mr LH Van Niekerk: a substantial 15 month old bull type white with an excellent, powerful head - filled and turned and with a correct bite.  Good expression. Excellent bone on small feet. Good tail set.  Good parallel movement coming and going. Her front cost her: the elbows are still a bit loose – and unfortunately she also didn’t give her best in the ring. Pressed hard for RCC, but needed to be more animated to be competitive at this level.
2. Mr WJ Lourens’ Dantoren Katty’s Secret Of Carradice (Ch Lubjan Monchou of Rhizen x Niroux Can’t Touch This of Dantoren) Breeder: Mr DB Swart: White lady of just over two years of age. Lovely, filled and turned head - good eye. Ears could have been a bit closer to each other - more on top. Good bone and nicely sprung rib-cage. She carried the signs of maternal duties: sagging under-carriage and also not the best top-line with a high-set tail. Moved well both ways. 
Champion Class:
1. Mr M vd Doel’s Ch Ipon Electra (Dajamani Lord Aramis x Ch Bellators Devine Goddess of Ipon) Breeder: Mr M vd Doel: Just short of 5 years old, this  well-known red and white champion showed like a dream, showing off a strong, well-filled head with good expression and small, well placed ears. She didn’t move as well as when I gave her, her first CC many moons ago: very close behind and the shoulders are also not as tight as it used to be, but she still gave her best. Slightly underweight. She was awarded Best Red in Show.

In Conclusion:
It is always important to remember that these Regional Championship shows are not always a true reflection of the quality available in the country as a whole. That is even true of the United Kingdom.
Reflecting on what I saw at the show, I feel to say that although there were a number of Bullies that will never be crème de la crème - all the top-winners were of such quality as to be competitive at the MTS in February. Keep on working hard, prepare well, refine your skills and get the dogs in the best possible condition - and turn promise into reality!
Best Wishes to you all.
Jannie  Lubbe
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